TIME TO GO PRO BONO

Spreading Holiday Cheer with

the Gift of Pro Bono Service

By Ndidi N. Moses
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‘Tis the season when the days are shorter, the nights are longer, the
air is crisper, and the need for pro bono service is greater. This time
of year is known as the season for harvesting, gratitude, happiness,
and celebration. What's a better way to give gratitude, celebrate
your bountiful harvest, and bring in the new year, than to bring
happiness to those who are in need by doing pro bono service?
Somewhere in Connecticut, someone is in need of pro bono ser-
vices, and if you want to find out where, we can help you find them.

Helping Families
If you are interested in ensuring that families are able to spend the
holidays in their homes with their loved ones at their side, you can
contact:
¢ Connecticut Fair Housing Center (ctfairhousing.org)
¢ Connecticut Legal Services (ctlegal.org)
 Statewide Legal Services of Connecticut (slsct.org)
e Lawyers for Children America (lawyersforchildrenamerica.org)
o CT LawHelp Pro Bono Portal (probono.ctlawhelp.org)

The first three organizations listed above utilize pro bono legal as-
sistance to help service and empower low income families who are
in desperate need of legal assistance. The Connecticut Fair Hous-
ing Center seeks pro bono assistance to help families with housing
and lending issues, related to housing discrimination and foreclo-
sures. Connecticut Legal Services and Statewide Legal Services of
Connecticut help low income families with a range of issues, in-
cluding: eviction, divorce, custody, school expulsion, employment
discrimination, wills, healthcare directives, and Social Security, to
name a few. Additionally, both Lawyers for Children America and
CT LawHelp Pro Bono Portal provide an array of pro bono oppor-
tunities tailored to helping families and children in need, including
opportunities in the area of juvenile detention and immigration.

Helping the Elderly
If you are interested in providing pro bono legal services to em-
power the elderly—the people who worked, fought, raised fami-
lies, paid taxes, contributed to their community, and paved the way
for many of the civil rights we have today—try contacting:

¢ Connecticut Legal Services, Inc. (connlegalservices.org)

You can ask about their Consumer Law Project for Elders
(ctelderlaw.org).

Helping Veterans
If you are looking to do pro bono work to thank veterans for their
service, you can contact:
 Connecticut Veterans Legal Center (ctveteranslegal.org)
¢ Homeless Experience Legal Project (H.E.L.P.)
(homelesslegalprotection.com)

The Connecticut Veterans Legal Center works to “help veterans
recovering from homelessness and mental illness overcome legal
barriers to housing, healthcare, and income.” The Homeless Expe-
rience Legal Project (H.E.L.P) is another organization that works
to help Connecticut’s homeless population and is sponsored by the
Connecticut Appleseed Foundation (ctappleseed.org/projects).

Helping Indigent Individuals
If you want to ensure that indigent individuals who are charged
with a crime are provided with competent representation, at trial
and on appeal, you can reach out to:

o Connecticut Legal Services (ctlegal.org)

o Statewide Legal Services of Connecticut (slsct.org)

e Lawyers for Children America (lawyersforchildrenamerica.org)

For cases in federal court, you can apply to the Criminal Justice Act
Panel (CJA Panel) by submitting an application to the United States
District Court for the District of Connecticut (ctd.uscourts.gov/be-
coming-member-cja-panel).

Helping with Civil Cases

If you are interested in handling civil cases in state or federal court,
you are in luck because the United States District Court for the Dis-
trict of Connecticut’s new Local Rule 83.10 created a new volun-
teer panel of attorneys, and they are seeking members. Go to, ctd.
uscourts.gov/pro-bono-information-0 for more information, or
e-mail ProBono@ctd.uscourts.gov.

Also, the Connecticut Judicial Branch has a Volunteer Attorney Pro-
gram, in the areas of foreclosure, small claims, contract collections,
and family law. Visit jud.ct.gov/volunteer_atty_prgm.htm.

(Continued on page 40)
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Helping Disadvantaged
Communities

If you are looking to find out which non-
profit organization serving disadvantaged
communities is in need of assistance to
help further its mission, you can start by
contacting the Pro Bono Partnership at
probonopartnership.org, which was founded
by corporate counsel, and provides a host
of diverse business and transactional pro
bono opportunities.

Helping with Limited Time

If you are not sure how much time you have
to commit to pro bono, but you want to
utilize your legal skills to give back to the
community, try volunteering for Connecti-
cut Free Legal Answers (ct.freelegalanswers.
org), a virtual legal advice clinic.

This is not an exhaustive list of pro bono
opportunities. Be sure to ask your friends
and colleagues for ideas, and search online
for pro bono opportunities. But as you can
tell, the opportunities to give back are in-
finite.

With the changing of the leaves, and the
falling of snow flakes, there is something

very magical in the air. It seems like the
whole atmosphere is bursting with end-
less opportunities, and an energy inspiring
us all to commit random acts of kindness
toward strangers who are in need. We en-
courage you to take advantage of the many
pro bono opportunities available, and write
to the Connecticut Bar Association’s Pro
Bono Committee at 30 Bank St, New Brit-
ain, CT 06051, to let us know about your
“Holiday Gift of Pro Bono.” We would love
to hear from you, and publish your story in
a future issue of the Connecticut Lawyer, to
encourage others to volunteer for pro bono
opportunities. H
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