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A virus the world minimized and 
discounted would only months lat-
er cause the economies and health-

care systems of the world to shudder, as 
they are propelled into the midst of a glob-
al pandemic. While various leaders have 
pointed fingers at each other, a clear les-
son emerges for citizens across the globe, 
and a promise that the human race would 
emerge stronger, more resilient and en-
lightened. This is because the pandemic 
served as irrefutable evidence that we are 
all interrelated and interconnected. What 
impacts one member of our human race, 
even if that person is a stranger, in a re-
mote town, in a foreign country, thou-
sands of miles away from our homes—
will one day impact us. What this means 
is that when we act in our own self-inter-
est, for immediate gratification, we must 
remain aware of how our actions may im-
pact others, and return like a boomerang 
to change our own realities.

This truth is as scary as it is powerful. 
While it means that we may suffer for 
the irresponsible deeds of others, it also 
means that if we work in concert, our 
collective work and social responsibility 
may ensure not only our redemption but 
also that of strangers. The interrelation-
ship that exists among us means that we 
are much stronger together than we could 

ever be apart, and that if we learn to har-
ness our resources, energy, voice, skills, 
and creativity, we can change the world.

The 2020 pandemic forced this truth 
upon us all, during a time when every-
thing that mattered was on the line, and 
we were being forced into war with an 

ineffective. In short, we are required to 
step out on faith, onto an invisible path 
that would be paved and lit as we walk 
in it. We would be denied the luxury of 
a map to guide us, and given no warran-
ty of success. Still, one truth remained. 
As we were forced to remain physically 
apart, we knew that we were, neverthe-
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“ The interrelationship that exists among us 
means that we are much stronger together 
than we could ever be apart, and that if 
we learn to harness our resources, energy, 
voice, skills, and creativity, we can change 
the world.”

“When nothing is 
certain, anything  
is possible.”

— Mandy Hale

entity we could not see and could not 
combat. To survive this pandemic, we 
have not only been asked to sacrifice 
our individual freedoms in the name of 
a larger “good,” but we were also told 
that the mechanisms that would be em-
ployed to achieve this “good” were un-
tried, unproven, and in the end, may be 

less, spiritually and emotionally bound 
in this together.

With these tenets in mind, the Connecti-
cut Bar Association, along with sever-
al local and specialty bar associations, 
professional organizations, corpora-
tions, government agencies, and legal 
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forts ensured the bravest among us, 
including healthcare workers, first 
responders, janitors, grocery store 
employees, gas station attendants, 
and others on the front lines, did 
not toil in vain.

When we recall the pandemic that 
rocked our world in 2020, I hope 

that we will devote more attention 
to the lessons we learned about the im-

portance of collective work and social 
responsibility. I hope that we pay hom-
age to those who dedicated their time 
and lives to provide us all with a cloak 
of comfort and security during a time of 
turbulence and uncertainty. To them we 
owe a debt of gratitude, which can only 
be repaid with a promise to remember 
that together we are more dynamic than 
we could ever have been apart. n

aid organizations, pooled 
our resources to form the 
2020 COVID-19 Pandemic 
Task Force. With no play-
book in hand, and with lit-
tle time to create one, these 
organizations with various 
missions made a conscious 
effort to forego their individ-
ual interests to work towards 
collective goals. Serving as 
president of the Connecticut Bar 
Association during this time was as 
empowering as it was humbling. While 
I officially convened the task force, if any 
accolades are due for the success of our 
initiatives, they are attributable to the 
selfless acts and unyielding devotion 
of task force members, who were sup-
ported by the dedicated staff of the Con-
necticut Bar Association. The task force 
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walked in the shadows of our leaders 
in the executive, legislative, and judicial 
branches as they forged ahead, on a jour-
ney of faith, with the sole goal of protect-
ing the people of Connecticut. Their ef-Im
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