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Endurance of the
Legal Profession * //

During a Crisis

By KYLE LABUFF

WAS WATCHING THE KEN BURNS DOCUMENTARY

was a result of tightening the belt,
ing together, trying new paths, and rolling up the sleeves.

There is a point made cited on various websites noting if someone
was born in 1900, their first 50 years were a story of endurance un-
like most generations moving forward. Starting with World War
I, the Spanish Flu, The Great Depression, World War II, the Cold
War, and the loss of multiple presidents. (Emerginggrowth.com)
The times are tough now, but I have no doubt we-citizens and
lawyers can push through this as we have done in the past.

It has been such an inspiration to see how the Connecticut Bar
Association has reacted to the pandemic. A COVID-19 Pandem-
ic Task Force, spearheaded under Ndidi Moses’s presidency and
continued under Amy Lin Meyerson’s presidency, has provid-
ed relief to attorneys throughout Connecticut. This has been in
the form of helping with the PPP loans, understanding how the
profession will adapt to the technological needs, and even an op-
portunity to report hate crimes. There were eight subcommittees,
including: Liaison to the Executive and Legislative Branch, Judi-
cial and Federal Branch Liaison, Legal Aid, Public at Large, Legal
Profession, Financial Impact on the Legal Profession, Technology,
and Law Students and Law Schools. We know that there contin-
ues to be a tremendous demand for legal aid with each month
that passes. Evictions, wills, and bankruptcies will flood the state
and it should be our obligation to answer the call. If you have any
spare time, please donate your efforts to help those in need. I my-

March | April 2021

was established before the pa S v
stress test of our profession. This past September, :

hosted a virtual seminar to discuss the “Advances in Technol-
ogy, Artificial Intelligence and Alternative Fee Arrangements.”
The task force’s findings provided an accurate need and direc-
tion of our field.
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FDR was once quoted as saying, “If something doesn’t work,
admit it frankly and try something else. But above all, try some-
thing!” The CBA is doing more than trying “something!” The one-
two punch of these task forces brought information and hopefully
more peace of mind and opportunity to the legal field. I am thank-
ful for the leadership of Attorneys Amy Lin Meyerson and Ndidi
Moses. Many others participated in these Task Forces and I thank
them, too. I particularly want to thank my fellow Millennials who
embraced the challenge and helped out by taking on those pro
bono cases. I used to worry how we were an untested generation.
Between the Great Recession and the COVID-19 pandemic, I no
longer believe that. We have most certainly been tested.

Our profession was unquestionably around in 1900 and we en-
dured. Now is no different. Through great leadership, working
together, and a little bit of sacrifice, we will get through this era of
uncertainly and worry—and we will be stronger for it! W
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