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STATE OF CONNECTICUT
JUDICIAL BRANCH
COURT OPERATIONS DIVISION

LEGAL SERVICES
Lori Petruzzelli, Counsel, Legal Services 100 Washington Street, P.O. Box 150474
Hartford, Connecticut 06115-0474
(860) 706-5120 Fax (860) 566-3449
Judicial Branch Website: www.jud.ct.gov

January 27, 2020

MEMO TO: Joseph Del Ciampo, Director, Legal Services
SUBJECT: Technical Amendments to Rules of Practice Regarding Court Reporters

During a meeting on Appellate transcript procedures, it was brought to my
attention that the Practice Book uses terminology that is not consistent with recent
amendments to the General Statutes. Effective July 1, 2019, No. 19-64, §§ 4 through 8,
of the 2019 Public Acts amended General Statutes §§ 51-60 through 51-63 and § 51-
74. General Statutes § 51-61 (b) was amended to update terminology to be consistent
with current job titles. Section 51-61 (b) provides: “The Judicial Branch shall employ
court recording monitors. Each court recording monitor, before entering upon the duties
of the office, shall be sworn to faithfully perform such duties.”

The legislative summary for Public Act 19-64 explains that transcripts are
“produced in the Superior, Appellate, or Supreme Court by an official court reporter or a
court recording monitor the chief court administrator designates.” Office of Legislative
Research, Public Act Summary of Public Acts 2019, No.19-64, available at
https://www.cga.ct.gov/2019/SUM/pdf/2019SUMO00064-R03SB-00964-SUM.pdf; see
also General Statutes § 51-60 (a) (4), as amended by Public Acts 2019, No. 19-64, § 4
(transcripts produced by official court reporter or court recording monitor designated by
Chief Court Administrator).

Richard Loffredo, Deputy Director of Court Transcript Services, confirmed that

the position of “court reporter” no longer exists. Only “official court reporters,” who are
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supervisors, and “court recording monitors,” who actually do the transcriptions, are the
current job positions. He did note that on occasion, an official court reporter (supervisor)
could be asked to do transcription work if the office is short staffed.
To this end, | respectfully submit the following proposals for technical
amendments (attached) to conform to the statutory terminology:
e Section 2-29 (e) (3)
e Section 5-3
e Section 6-1 (a)
e Section 16-12
e Section 42-6
e Section 43-10 (7)
e Section 43-24
The Appellate Rules Committee will coordinate with the Superior Court Rules
Committee so that the Practice Book uses the correct terminology throughout.

Please let me know if you need any further information on this issue.



Sec. 2-29. Grievance Panels

(a) The judges of the Superior Court shall appoint one or more grievance panels
in each judicial district, each consisting of two members of the bar who do not maintain
an office for the practice of law in such judicial district and one nonattorney who resides
in such judicial district, and shall designate as an alternate member a member of the bar
who does not maintain an office for the practice of law in such judicial district. Terms
shall commence on July 1. Appointments shall be for terms of three years. No person
may serve as a member and/or as an alternate member for more than two consecutive
three year terms, but may be reappointed after a lapse of one year. The appointment of
any member or alternate member may be revoked or suspended by the judges or by the
executive committee of the Superior Court. In connection with such revocation or
suspension, the judges or the executive committee shall appoint a qualified individual to
fill the vacancy for the balance of the term or for any other appropriate period. In the
event that a vacancy arises on a panel before the end of a term by reasons other than
revocation or suspension, the executive committee of the Superior Court shall appoint
an attorney or nonattorney, depending on the position vacated, who meets the

appropriate condition set forth above to fill the vacancy for the balance of the term.

(b) Consideration for appointment to these positions shall be given to those

candidates recommended to the appointing authority by the administrative judges.

(c) In the event that more than one panel has been appointed to serve a
particular judicial district, the executive committee of the Superior Court shall establish

the jurisdiction of each such panel.

(d) An attorney who maintains an office for the practice of law in the same judicial
district as a respondent may not participate as a member of a grievance panel

concerning a complaint against that respondent.

(e) In addition to any other powers and duties set forth in this chapter, each panel

shall:



(1) On its own motion or on complaint of any person, inquire into and investigate
offenses whether or not occurring in the actual presence of the court involving the
character, integrity, professional standing and conduct of members of the bar in this

state.

(2) Compel any person by subpoena to appear before it to testify in relation to
any matter deemed by the panel to be relevant to any inquiry or investigation it is
conducting and to produce before it for examination any books or papers which, in its

judgment, may be relevant to such inquiry or investigation.

(3) Utilize an official court reporter or court recording monitor employed by the

Judicial Branch to record any testimony taken before it.

(f) The grievance panel may, upon the vote of a majority of its members, require
that a disciplinary counsel pursue the matter before the grievance panel on the issue of

probable cause.

Sec. 5-3. Administering Oath

The oath or affirmation shall be administered deliberately and with due solemnity,

as the witness takes the stand. The official court reporter or court recording monitor

shall note by whom it was administered.

Sec. 6-1. Statement of Decision; When Required

(a) The judicial authority shall state its decision either orally or in writing, in all of
the following: (1) in rendering judgments in trials to the court in civil and criminal matters,
including rulings regarding motions for stay of execution, (2) in ruling on aggravating and
mitigating factors in capital penalty hearings conducted to the court, (3) in ruling on
motions to dismiss under Sections 41-8 through 41-11, (4) in ruling on motions to
suppress under Sections 41-12 through 41-17, (5) in granting a motion to set aside a
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verdict under Sections 16-35 through 16-38, and (6) in making any other rulings that
constitute a final judgment for purposes of appeal under General Statutes § 52-263,
including those that do not terminate the proceedings. The judicial authority's decision
shall encompass its conclusion as to each claim of law raised by the parties and the
factual basis therefor. If oral, the decision shall be recorded by an official court reporter

or_court recording monitor and, if there is an appeal, the trial judge shall create a

memorandum of decision for use in the appeal by ordering a transcript of the portion of
the proceedings in which it stated its oral decision. The transcript of the decision shall be
signed by the trial judge and filed in the trial court clerk's office.

This section does not apply in small claims actions and to matters listed in
subsection (b).

(b) In any uncontested matter where no aspect of the matter is in dispute, in a
pendente lite family relations matter whether contested or uncontested, or in any
dismissal under Section 14-3, the oral or written decision as provided in subsection (a) is
not required, except as provided in subsection (c). The clerk of the trial court shall,
however, promptly notify the trial judge of the filing of the appeal.

(c) Within twenty days from the filing of an appeal from a contested pendente lite
order or from a dismissal under Section 14-3 in which an oral or written decision has not
been made pursuant to subsection (b), each party to the appeal shall file a brief with the
trial court discussing the legal and factual issues in the matter. Within twenty days after

the briefs have been filed by the parties, the judicial authority shall file a written



memorandum of decision stating the factual basis for its decision on the issues in the

matter and its conclusion as to each claim of law raised by the parties.

Sec. 16-12. View by Jury of Place or Thing Involved in Case

When the judicial authority is of the opinion that a viewing by the jury of the place
or thing involved in the case will be helpful to the jury in determining any material factual
issue, it may in its discretion, at any time before the closing arguments, order that the jury
be conducted to such place or location of such thing. During the viewing, the jury must be
kept together under the supervision of a proper officer appointed by the judicial authority.

The judicial authority and an_official court reporter or court recording monitor must be

present, and, with the judicial authority's permission, any other person may be present.
Counsel and self-represented parties may as a matter of right be present, but the right
may be waived. The purpose of viewing shall be solely to permit visual observation by the
jury of the place or thing in question and to permit a brief description of the site or thing
being viewed by the judicial authority or by any witness or witnesses as allowed by the
judicial authority. Any proceedings at the location, including examination of witnesses,
shall be at the discretion of the judicial authority. Neither the parties nor counsel nor the
jurors while viewing the place or thing may engage in discussion of the significance or the

implications of anything under observation or of any issue in the case.

Sec. 42-6. -View by Jury of Place or Thing Involved in Case
When the judicial authority is of the opinion that a viewing by the jury of the place
where the offense being tried was committed, or of any other place or thing involved in
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the case, will be helpful to the jury in determining any material factual issue, it may in its
discretion, at any time before the closing arguments, order that the jury be conducted to
such place or location of such thing. During the viewing the jury must be kept together
under the supervision of a proper officer appointed by the judicial authority. The judicial

authority and an official court reporter or court recording monitor must be present, and,

with the judicial authority's permission, any other person may be present. The prosecuting
authority, the defendant and defense counsel may as a matter of right be present, but the
right may be waived. The purpose of viewing shall be solely to permit visual observation
by the jury of the place or thing in question and to permit a brief description of the site or
thing being viewed by the judicial authority or by any witness or witnesses as allowed by
the judicial authority. Any proceedings at the location, including examination of witnesses,
shall be at the discretion of the judicial authority. Neither the parties nor counsel nor the
jurors while viewing the place or thing may engage in discussion of the significance or the

implications of anything under observation or of any issue in the case.

Sec. 43-10. Sentencing Hearing; Procedures To Be Followed

Before imposing a sentence or making any other disposition after the acceptance
of a plea of guilty or nolo contendere or upon a verdict or finding of guilty, the judicial
authority shall, upon the date previously determined for sentencing, conduct a sentencing
hearing as follows:

(1) The judicial authority shall afford the parties an opportunity to be heard and, in

its discretion, to present evidence on any matter relevant to the disposition, and to explain



or controvert the presentence investigation report, the alternate incarceration assessment
report or any other document relied upon by the judicial authority in imposing sentence.
When the judicial authority finds that any significant information contained in the
presentence report or alternate incarceration assessment report is inaccurate, it shall
order the Office of Adult Probation to amend all copies of any such report in its possession
and in the clerk's file, and to provide both parties with an amendment containing the
corrected information.

(2) The judicial authority shall allow the victim and any other person directly
harmed by the commission of the crime a reasonable opportunity to make, orally or in
writing, a statement with regard to the sentence to be imposed.

(3) The judicial authority shall allow the defendant a reasonable opportunity to
make a personal statement in his or her own behalf and to present any information in
mitigation of the sentence.

(4) In cases where guilt was determined by a plea, the judicial authority shall,
pursuant to Section 39-7, be informed by the parties whether there is a plea agreement,
and if so, the substance thereof.

(5) The judicial authority shall impose the sentence in the presence and hearing of
the defendant, unless the defendant shall have waived his or her right to be present.

(6) In cases where sentence review is available, the judicial authority shall state
on the record, in the presence of the defendant, the reasons for the sentence imposed.

(7) In cases where sentence review is available and where the defendant files an

application for such review, the clerk shall promptly notify the official court reporter of such



application pursuant to Section 43-24 and the official court reporter or court reporting

monitor shall file a copy of the transcript of the sentencing hearing with the review division

within sixty days from the date the application for review is filed with the clerk.

Sec. 43-24. -Time for Filing Application for Sentence Review

In cases where sentence review is available pursuant to General Statutes § 51-
195, the defendant may file, within thirty days from the date that sentence is imposed or
from the date defendant's suspended sentence is revoked, with the clerk of the court for
the judicial district or geographical area in which the judgment was rendered, an
application for review of sentence by the review division. The clerk shall notify the review
division, the judge who imposed the sentence, the official court reporter, and all counsel
of record upon the filing of the application for review. The official court reporter or court

reporting monitor shall prepare a transcript of the sentencing hearing in accordance with

the provisions of Section 43-10.





