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Segal & Laska LLC      Attorneys at Law 

43 Bellevue Avenue 
            Bristol, Connecticut 06010 
            Telephone (860) 747-2792 
            Facsimile    (860) 747-8609 
            Email ken@segal-laska.com 

  December 1, 2020 
Rules Committee of the Superior Court 
P.O. Box 150474 
Hartford, CT 06115-0474 

 
RE: Proposal to Amend Rule 8.4 of the Rules of Professional Conduct 
 Via Email RulesCommittee@jud.ct.gov  

 
Dear Committee Members 

“An Englishman knows nothing of our common terms of disparagement, such as kike‥and 
rube.”  1 

“A klansman said, ‘Nigger, Look me in the face—And tell me you believe in The great white race.”2 

“I don't like you in that stuff. It makes you look like all those nasty pansies back in there.”3 

“Get out of the way you damn Polak!”4 

“The Communists have recruited a considerable number of seedy unemployed—niggers, micks.”5 

“Call her Prostitute, Bawd, dirty Bitch.”6 

“:Wops, said Boyle, I can tell wops a mile off.”7 

“Not that you were just a bimbo to me.‥ I've discovered that I'm a little in love with you, too.”8 

All of these if uttered by an attorney would be actionable under the proposed rule.  In my 50 years 
as a member of the Connecticut Bar I have never seen such a foolish proposal such as this. 

I have during my life had worse words said to me.  I have always looked upon the speaker as a 
fool, not worthy of my time, but to be tolerated if I was to achieve a result for my client.  But in the long run 
that person was not worth any consideration from me in the future. 

Those that say this conduct hurts me, well get over it.  I have found that crass people are few in 
number.  The overwhelming majority of people are good decent people.  Do we need a rule to regulate 
decency? 

This proposed rule is a waste of time.  It is beneath the dignity of those who we have bestowed the 
title “Your Honor.”  Finally, for those who are offended by the quotes I have attached copies of the pages 
from whence they have come.  

 Very truly yours,  
  
 SEGAL & LASKA, LLC 
  
 Kenneth John Laska 

 
1 1919 Mencken Amer. Lang. 115 
2 1964 L. Hughes in J. H. Clarke Harlem iv. 251 
3 1971 F. Forsyth Day of Jackal xx. 335, 
4 1922 E. E. Cummings Enormous Room iv. 61 
5 1932 E. Wilson Devil take Hindmost vii. 38 
6 1790 Wolcott (P. Pindar) Adv. Fut. Laureat Wks. 1812 II. 337 
7 1924 E. Hemingway In our Time 17 
8 1952 S. Kauffmann Philanderer (1953) xii. 194 
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