
Del Ciampo, Joseph 

From: 	 Petruzzelli, Lori 

Sent: 	 Friday, November 09, 2018 10:55 AM 
To: 	 Del Ciampo, Joseph 

Subject: 	 FW: Fee Waivers 
Attachments: 	 2016 WAIVER DELEGATION POLICY.docx; 50 State Survey Bar Exam Fee Waiver.docx 

Hi, Joe, 

Attach please find my fifty state survey on fee waivers and refunds of bar exam fees. I have also attached an email from 

the Bar Examiner in Texas and information on the Texas fee waiver for indigent applicants. 

In summary, the following states have some type of fee waiver policy or rule: 

• Massachusetts 

• Texas 

• Ohio (by petition to the court and for veterans) 

• Rhode Island (by petition) 

• Vermont (in theory by petition) 

• Wisconsin (for veterans) 

• Minnesota (in theory by petition) 

From this list, I can draw the conclusion that half of the New England states have at least some mechanism for waiving 

fees for indigent applicants. Only Massachusetts and Texas have clearly developed policies for indigent applicants. 

As far as refunds: 

• Some states have no refunds for any reason 

• Some states have partial refunds 

• Some states have refunds that are rarely granted and only on motion to the court 

• Some states transfer the full bar exam payment to a later exam for certain circumstances 

• Some states transfer a partial bar exam payment to a later exam for certain circumstances 

• California has the most detailed standards for refunds under an array of circumstances (see chart attached° 

Lori A. Petruzzelli 

Counsel, Legal Services 

Connecticut Judicial Branch 

100 Washington Street, 3d Floor 

Hartford, CT 06106 

e-mail: Lori.Petruzzelliftjud.ct.gov  

Tel: (860) 706-5120 

Fax: (860) 566-3449 

This e-mail and any attachments/links transmitted with it are for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) and may be protected by the attorney/client privilege, work 

product doctrine, or other confidentiality provision. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any review, disclosure, copying, dissemination, 

distribution, use or action taken in reliance on the contents of this communication is STRICTLY PROHIBITED. Please notify the sender immediately by e-mail if you 

have received this in error and delete this e-mail and any attachments/links from your system. Any inadvertent receipt or transmission shall not be a waiver of any 

privilege or work product protection. The Connecticut Judicial Branch does not accept liability for any errors or omissions in the contents of this communication which 

arise as a result of e-mail transmission, or for any viruses that may be contained therein. If verification of the contents of this e-mail is required, please request a 
hard-copy version. 



From: Susan Henricks [mailto:Susan.Henricks@ble.texas.gov]  
Sent: Monday, October 29, 2018 5:25 PM 
To: Petruzzelli, Lori 
Subject: Fee Waivers 

Ms. Petruzzelli: 

The BLE has a policy on fee waivers adopted by the Board that I apply to consideration of requests to waive fees. 

A copy of the waiver delegation policy is attached. 

We require the applicant seeking a fee waiver to submit a completed Income and Expense form with any related 

documentation, such as evidence of public assistance. 

We require the applicant to provide two years of tax returns, their most recent paystub and their spouse's paystub. In 

some cases, we may request specific documentation. In the first half of this year, through May 31, (no examination 

applications are received between May 1 and July 1) 45 fee waivers were considered. Thirty (30) of the 45 requests 

were granted in whole or in part. Two were withdrawn and 13 were denied. Late fees are rarely waived. 

The income and expense form may be found on our website at https://ble.texas.gov/getpdfform.action?id=1462 . 

I hope you find this information helpful. 

Sincerely, 

Susan Henricks 

Executive Director 

Board of Law Examiners 

P.O. Box 13486 

Austin, TX 78711-3486 

512-463-8929 

512-463-5300 fax 
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BOARD OF LAW EXAMINERS 

WAIVER DELEGATION POLICY 

INTRODUCTION 

Rule 20 of the Rules Governing Admission to the Bar of Texas authorizes the Board to 
waive application of the rules "for good cause shown" and to delegate its duties to the staff. 

Specifically, Rule 20(e) provides that "(t)he Board is given discretion in the interpretation 
and application of these Rules. For good cause shown to the satisfaction of the Board, upon 
written request, waivers of specific requirements described in these Rules may be granted, unless 
it appears there from that no exceptions are contemplated by the Supreme Court." Rule 20(g) 
authorizes the Board to "delegate its duties to a panel of the Board or to the staff, as necessary 
and where not prohibited by law; provided however that the Board shall not delegate to staff its 
authority to make final determinations that an Applicant or Declarant lacks the requisite good 
moral character and fitness." 

The Texas Sunset Advisory Commission Staff has recommended that the Board delegate 
decision making on "routine" waiver requests to the Executive Director to increase efficiency. 1 

 The Board most frequently receives requests to waive the Supreme Court Rules on the deadlines 
for filing applications to take the Texas Bar Exam and on payment of required fees. Of the more 
than 100 waiver requests received annually, the Sunset Advisory Commission staff identified 
these two types of waiver requests as the most "routine." Because Board panels meet no more 
often than monthly, decisions on these routine requests must be delayed for up to 30 days and 
require significant staff time to prepare meeting notifications and materials for Board panel 
members to review at public meetings. 

PROPOSED GUIDELINES 

Because Rule 20(e) requires "good cause" to be shown to support waiver of any rule, the 
staff proposes the following guidelines for determination by the Executive Director of routine 
requests to waive filing deadlines and fees: 

A. Requests to waive filing deadlines: 
1. Good Cause may be shown by evidence of something more than forgetfulness, 

failure to read the rules or to investigate requirements for admission to the Bar, 
inattention to the rules, or other conscious indifference. 

1  Staff Report, Sunset Advisory Commission on Board of Law Examiners, 2016-2017, 85 th  Legislature, P. 54. 



2. Examples of Good Cause may include physical or mental disability caused by 
illness, extreme family emergency or impossibility of compliance for any reason 
beyond the applicant's control such as a natural disaster or intervening acts of a 

third party. 

B. Requests to waive payment of required fees: 
1. Good Cause may be shown by evidence of indigence due to circumstances other 

than voluntary, willful unemployment or student status. 

2. Examples of good cause may include inability to work due to illness or disability, 
adverse circumstances such as natural disaster or financial loss caused by accident 
or injury beyond the applicant's control such as casualty loss or intervening acts 

of a third party and unsuccessful attempts to borrow funds to pay fees. 
3. Applicants seeking waiver of fee payment requirements must submit a fully 

completed sworn financial status form with supporting documentation. 

4. Applicants seeking fee waiver must fully and accurately disclose all sources of 

income, including spousal income and assets, cash or checking accounts, 
dependents, debts and monthly expenses. 

5. Board staff shall not be obligated to advise applicants regarding deficiencies in 
the form or content of applications for waivers or supporting documentation 
submitted to the Board, but shall direct applicants to comply with guidelines for 

staff determination of waiver requests. 

C. Evidence of good cause: 
1. Evidence of good cause should be in the form of potentially admissible evidence 

accompanied by a sworn statement or certification to show authenticity or 

reliability. 
2. Redacted copies of medical records, invoices, explanation of benefits on 

insurance claims, accident reports, loan applications, correspondence with 
potential lenders or employers, authenticated with public seal or affidavit of the 
applicant or third party should be submitted with the waiver request 

3. Board staff shall not be obligated to advise applicants regarding deficiencies in 
the form or content of applications for waivers or supporting documentation 
submitted to the Board, but shall direct applicants to comply with guidelines for 
staff determination of waiver requests. 

D. Exceptions 
1. Should it appear to the Executive Director, for any reason, that a request to waive 

filing deadlines or fee payments should not be considered as "routine," the request 
shall be set for consideration before a panel of the Board, at the next available 
date, subject to requirements for notice of a public meeting. 
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r to
 th

e
 exam

inatio
n
 sh

all  b
e
 entitle

d
 to

 a fe
e
 cred

it
 of  

$12
5

. W
ithd

raw
als fo

r m
edi c

a
l rea

s
o
n
s
 accom

panied b
y 

a d
octor's

 certificate
 sh

all b
e
 entitle

d
 to

 a fe
e
 credit

 of  
$12

5 if  recei ve
d
 w

ith
in

 ten d
a
y
s
 afte

r th
e
 exam

ination
. 

A
ny fe

e
 credits

 to
 w

hich  a
 w

ith
d

raw
ing

 a
p

plic
a
n
t m

a
y b

e 
entitle

d
 m

u
s
t be

 a
pplie

d
 to

w
a
rd

 ei th
e
r o

f th
e
 n
e
xt tw

o 
succeeding

 exam
inations

. A
ll w

ithd
raw

als
 m

ust b
e in 

w
riting

, add
re

sse
d
 to

 th
e
 ad

m
ini strative

 directo
r a

n
d
 are 

effective
 o
n
 th

e d
ate

 received b
y
 th

e
 ad

m
inistrative 

director. 

R
efund

able?
  

N
o 

N
o 

N
o 

F
ee W

aiver?
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C
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A
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S
tate 

F
ifty S

tate S
urve

y
 o

f B
ar E

xam
 F

ee R
ef u

n
d

 o
r W

aiver 

A
ll fe

e
s
 a

re
 non-refund

able
 a
n
d
 non-tr ansferable

 exce
pt 

as foll ow
s: 

T
h
e
re

 a
re

 no
 refund

s
 of  appli cations fees

. 

R
ul e

 7
0
4
 (d

) A
ny

 a
ppl ic

a
n
t w

h
o is

 un
abl e

 to
 take

 a b
ar 

exam
ination d

ue
 to

 activ
e
 m

ilit ary
 servic

e
 m

a
y
 receiv

e
 a 

refu
n
d
 of  th

e
 a

pplicatio
n
 processi ng fee

, o
n
 request . 

W
e d

o
 not h

a
v
e
 a f o

rm
a
l rule i n

 pla
c
e
 a

uth
orizing

 a 
refu

n
d
 of  ex am

 fees if  a
n
 a

pplic
a
n
t w

i th
d

raw
s d

u
e
 to

 a 

m
edi c

a
l em

ergen
c y. Iow

a C
ourt R

ule 31
.6

 provid
e
s
 th

at 
th

e fee is
 n o

t refund
able

 a
n
d
 cannot b

e
 a

pplie
d
 to

 a 
sub

se
q
u
e
n
t a

pplication
. H

ow
ever, if  th

e
re

 w
a
s
 a
 certified 

m
edi c

a
l em

ergen
c y, w

e
 w

o
uld

 ad
vis

e
 th

e
 a

ppl ic
a
n
t to 

petitio
n
 th

e
 court fo

r a
 w

ai v
e
r o

f th
e
 porti o

n
 o

f th
e
 rule 

m
aking

 th
e fe

e
 n onrefund

able
 and  nontransferabl e

. 

R
ule 31

.6 F
e
e
 is

 n
o
t r efund

able 

tak e
 th

e
 e xam

ination f irst follow
i ng its

 a
ppr oval, s uch 

a
ppl ic

a
n
t sh

all h
av

e
 th

e
 privile

g
e
 of h

avin g
 th

at 

a
pplicati on h

eld  in
 ab

eya
n
ce

 a
n
d
 of  t aking

 th
e
 n ext 

re
gularl y

 sch
ed

ule
d
 exam

i natio
n
 given b

y
 th

e B
oard 

w
ith

o
u
t pa

ym
e
n
t o

f an
y
 additional  fee

. A
ny

 a
pplicant 

w
h
o
s
e
 a

pplication h
as b

e
e
n
 a
p
p
ro

ve
d
 a
n
d
 processed 

w
h

o fails
 to

 t ake
 th

a
t exam

ination
, o

r th
e
 next f ollow

ing 

exam
in ation

, sh
a
ll ha

v
e
 th

a
t a

pplication di sm
issed

. Th
e 

a
pplic

a
n
t w

ill be
 entitle

d
 to

 a
 refu

n
d
 o
f one-h

alf  ( 1
/2

 )
 o
f  

th
e fe

e
 paid

. 

R
efund

able?  

N
o 

N
o
 re

sponse
; em

ail 

N
o 

N
o 

filing f e
e
 if th

ey
 w

ith
d

r a
w

 th
eir 

a
ppl icatio

n
 and  d

o
 n
o
t take

 th
e
 exam

 

F
ee W

ai ver?
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M
A

R
Y

LA
N

D
 

M
A

IN
E

 S
tate 

F
ifty S

tate S
u

rve
y
 o

f  B
ar E

xam
 F

ee R
efund  o

r W
aiv er 

1. Y
es

, o
u
r rule

s
 specifi cally

 perm
it
 th

e
 a

pplic
a
n
t to 

req
u
e
st th

a
t th

eir
 exam

i natio
n fee b

e d
ef erred fo

r good  
cause if  th

e
y
 w

ithd
raw

 from
 th

e
 exam

. W
e
 n eve

r refund  

F
e
e
s
 are

 nonrefund
abl e

. M
B

A
R

 6
(d

);
 If you d

o
 n o

t take 

th
e
 exam

ination
, th

e B
oard  w

ill is
s
u
e
 a

 cr edit fo
r th

e 
exam

ination f e
e
 paid

. Th
e B

o
a
rd

 w
ill  carry

 this
 credi t for 

th
e
 n ext fo

u
r (4

)
 ad

m
inistratio

n
s
 of  th

e
 exam

inati on
. 

A
pplicants

 m
u
s
t sub

m
it
 an A

pplication f or R
eexam

inati on 

a
n
d
 pa

y
 a
n
 ad

m
inistrative f e

e
 o

f $100
.00 i n

 ord
e
r to

 use 

th
e
 credit b

alan
ce

. M
B

A
R

 R
ule

 6
(d

). 

•

A
 m

em
b
e
r of  th

e
 m

ilit ary
 w

h
o is

 calle
d
 to

 service 

afte
r sub

m
itting fe

e
s
 m

a
y
 re

q
u
e
st a

 refund
. .
 . . 

•

T
h

e C
om

m
i tte

e
 on B

ar A
d

m
issi o

n
s
 m

a
y

, f o
r good  

ca
u
s
e
 sh

ow
n
, perm

it B
ar E

xam
inati on A

ppli cation 

F
e
e
s
 (se

ctions II , and III, ab
o
ve

) to b
e
 transferred  

o
n
c
e
 to

 a
 sub

se
q
u
e
n
t ad

m
inistrati o

n
 o

f th
e b

ar 

e
x
a
m

 if th
e
 a

pplic
a
n
t re

quests
 th

e
 tr ansfe

r in
 a 

w
ritin g

 received b
y
 th

e C
om

m
itte

e
 no l ate

r th
an 

fiv
e
 (5

) b
usiness d

a
ys b

efore
 th

e first d
ay

 o
f th

e 

b a
r exam

 fo
r w

hic
h
 th

e
 a

pplica
n
t originally 

a
pplied

; th
e C

om
m

itt e
e
 on B

ar A
d

m
issio

n
s
 m

ay 

re
q
u
e
st th

e
 a

ppli c
a
n
t pro

vid
e d

ocum
entation t o 

aid i n
 its

 consid
er atio

n
 o

f g
o
o
d
 cause

. A
n 

a
pplic

a
n
t w

h
o
s
e
 re

quest is d
enied b

y
 th

e 
C

om
m

itt e
e
 on B

ar A
d

m
issio

n
s
 m

a
y
 petitio

n
 th

e 
C

ourt fo
r revie

w
 o

f th
at d

eni al. 

R
efund

able?  

N
o

. M
aryl and's R

ules h
ave

 no 
provision fo

r a f e
e
 w

aiver for h
ard

sh
ip

. 
W

e i nterpre
t th

e
 K

im
m

e
r case to

 s a
y 

N
o 

F
ee W

ai ver?  
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S
tate 

F
ift y S

tate S
urve

y
 o

f  B
ar E

xam
 F

ee R
efu

n
d

 o
r W

aiver 

M
innesot a h

a
s
 tw

o
 provisio

n
s
 th

a
t m

a
y b

e
 a

ppli cable
. If  

a
n
 a

pplic
a
n
t w

ith
d

r a
w

s
 1

5
 o
r
 m

ore d
a

ys b
efore

 th
e 

exam
, th

e
 a

pplic
a
n
t receiv

e
s
 a
 ref u

n
d
 o
f $1

5
0
 (f ro

m
 th

e 

R
ule 2

(A
)-1

. Filing D
eadl in

e
s
 and F

e
e
s
 .
 .
 . A

ll fe
e
s
 are 

n on
refund

able
. 

B
a
r ad

m
ission f e

e
s
 a

re
 non-r efund

able
 a
n
d
 non- 

tr an
sferrable

. If y
o
u
 are

 ab
se

n
t fro

m
 th

e
 b a

r exam
, yo

u
 w

ill 
be

 require
d
 to

 s ub
m

it
 a
 re-a

ppli catio
n
 a
n
d
 pa

y
 a
ll a

pplicabl e 
fe

e
s
 in

 ord
e
r to

 sit fo
r a

 sub
seq

u
e
n
t ba

r exam
. Q

uesti ons 
r egarding fe

e
s
 m

u
st be

 direct e
d
 to

 th
e
 C

l erk's
 O

ffice
. 

an
y
 m

one
y
, onl y d

efe
r to

 a futu
re

 e
xa

m
 sessi on

. 

2
. F

o
r a

pplicants
 w

h
o
 w

ith
d

ra
w

 w
ith  notice in

 ad
va

n
ce

 of 

th
e
 exam

, w
e lib

erally d
efe

r th
e
 entire fee t o

 th
e
 next 

ex
a
m

 session
. F

o
r
 a

ppli cants
 w

h
o
 a
re

 ab
sent fro

m
 th

e 

e
xa

m
 w

ith
o
u
t notic

e
 and  th

e
n
 retr oactively

 ask fo
r a 

d
eferral, w

e
 re

quire d
ocum

ent atio
n
 of  th

e
 pa

rticul ar 

circum
stan

c
e
s
 th

a
t ca

u
se

 th
e
 ab

se
n
ce

 (m
ed

ic
a
l r ecord

, 

polic
e
 accid

e
n
t re

port, etc
.) 

R
efund

abl e?  

T
h
e
 B

oard h
a
s
 consid

ered  re
quests for 

w
aive

ro
f  a

pplica
tion fee

s, b
ut to d

ate 
ha

s
 no
t
 grant e

d
 a
 re

qu
e
s
t to

 w
ai ve

 th
e 

N
o

. R
ule 7

. E
xce

ptions 
A
n
 a

ppli c
a
n
t m

a
y
 a
s
k
 th

e B
o
a
rd

 to 
w

aiv
e
 an

y
 re

quire
m

e
n
t exce

p
t th

e 
pa

ym
e
n
t of  f ees

. T
h
e
 a

pplic
a
n
t m

ust 
d

em
onstrate

 w
h

y th
e
 re

q
u
e
s
t sh

ould  b
e 

granted
. 

Y
e

s; fe
e
s
 ca

n be  w
aiv

e
d
 by

 orde
r
 of 

co
urt;  'A

ffid
avi t

 re
quired

: 
https:// w

w
w

.m
ass

.qo
v/files/d

ocum
ents/  

201
7/ 09/01/affid

avitofi ndiqency.pdf  

th
a
t you d

on't h
a
v
e
 a
 ri gh

t
 to

 take
 a 

particul a
r ex

a
m

 of  y
o
u
r ch

oosi ng if  you 
fa

il m
e
e
t all  o

f th
e filing

 re
quirem

ents, 
includin g

 pa
ying

 th
e
 exam

 fee
. [S

ee 
https:// caselaw

.fi ndlaw
.com

/ m
d

-court-
of- a

ppeals/1
388993

.htm
l  ]W

e h
a
v
e
 a 

good  c
a
u
s
e
 pr oced

ure for lat e filings 
a
n
d
 I m

i gh
t
 allo

w
 a late f iling if  

som
eone h

a
d
 tro

ubl e
 getting

 th
e 

m
one

y
 to

geth
e
r and h

a
d
 a
 good 

explan
ati on

, b
ut I d

on't
 all o

w
 an

y
o
n
e
 to 

file
 w

i th
o
u
t pa

ying
. 

F
ee W

aiver?
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f B
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r W

aiver 

N
o

. R
ule III, S

ection 1
, of  th

e R
ules G

o
ve

rning 
A

d
m

issio
n
 to

 th
e M

ississippi B
a
r states

, in
 part, "A

LL  
F

E
E

S
 A

N
D

 O
T

H
E

R
 M

O
N

IE
S

 P
A

ID
 T

O
 T

H
E

 B
O

A
R

D
 

A
R

E
  N

O
T

  R
E

F
U

N
D

A
B

LE
  IN

  W
H

O
LE

  O
R

  IN
  P

A
R

T
."  

R
ule IV

, S
ectio

n
 7
, pro

vid
es in

 relev
a
n
t part: If  after filing 

a
n
 exa

m
 a

pplicatio
n
, a

n
 a

pplicant find
s h

e
 is

 un
able

 to 
take

 th
e
 exam

inatio
n
 o

n
 th
e
 prescrib

ed  d
ate

, a
 w

ritten 

sh
all, upo

n
 th

e
 a

ppl icant's
 w

ritte
n
 re

quest, b
e
 a

pplie
d
 to 

(a)

A
n
 exam

inati on h
e
ld

 w
ith

in
 th

e
 succeeding 1

5 
m

onth
s; or 

(b)

A
n
 a

pplicatio
n
 m

ad
e
 und

er R
ules 8

, 9
, or 1

0
. 

T
h
e
 w

ritte
n
 re

que
s
t m

ust b
e
 received  b

y
 th

e B
o
a
rd

 w
ith

in 
30 d

ay
s
 o

f notic
e
 of  th

e d
enial. N

o
 oth

e
r ca

rry-o
v
e
r of  

fees
, oth

e
r th

a
n
 th

o
s
e
 provid

ed fo
r in

 th
e follow

ing 
para

gra
ph

, sh
a
ll be

 granted
. 

(2
)
 M

ed
ical E

m
ergencies

. A
n
 a

pplic
a
n
t w

h
o
 is

 unable
 to 

take
 th
e
 exam

in atio
n
 d
u
e
 to

 a
 m

ed
ic

a
l em

ergency
 and 

w
h
o
 notifie

s
 th

e B
o
a
rd

 in
 w

riting
 o

r b
y
 tele

ph
o
n
e
 prio

r to 
th

e
 sta

rt o
f th

e
 exam

ination
, m

a
y
 re

q
u
e
s
t carry-o

v
e
r o

f 
th

e
 a

pplication fe
e
 to

 th
e
 n
e
x
t exam

ination
. S

uch 
re

quests
 m

ust b
e
 m

ad
e in

 w
riting

, r eceive
d
 in

 th
e B

oard 
offic

e
 no late

r th
a
n
 1

4
 d

ays follow
ing

 th
e
 exam

ination
, 

and  b
e
 accom

panie
d
 by

 w
ritte

n
 docum

entatio
n
 o

f th
e 

m
ed

ic
a
l em

ergency. Th
e
 a

pplic
a
n
t sh

a
ll sub

m
it
 a fe

e
 of  

$
5
0
 w

h
e
n
 rea

pplying fo
r th

e
 ne

x
t exam

ination
. 

R
efund

abl e? 

M
ississippi h

a
s
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n
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R
ule 4

.1
0
 pro

vid
es in

 rele
v
a
n
t part: 

(7
)
 If a

n
 a

pplic
a
n
t w

ith
d

raw
s his

 or h
e
r a

pplication
, th

e 
a

pplic
a
n
t sh

a
ll be

 entitle
d
 to

 a
 partial  refu

n
d
 o
f th

e 

R
ule

 7
 non-refund

able 

S
ection 14

. A
d

m
ission

s F
und

. 
(A

) T
h

e fe
e
s
 collecte

d
 und

e
r
 th

is
 rule

, th
e fe

e
s
 ch

arged 
a
n
d
 collected b

y
 th

e
 C

o
urt fo

r ad
m

ission
s-related 

services
, a

n
d
 th

e fe
e
s
 collecte

d
 und

er R
ules II, IX

, X
I, 

a
n
d
 X

II,o
f th

e S
u
p
re

m
e
 C

ourt R
ule

s fo
r th

e
 G

overnm
ent 

of  th
e B

a
r sh

a
ll con

stitute
 th

e A
d

m
ission

s F
und

. A
ll 

a
p

plication fe
e
s
 assess

e
d
 und

e
r this

 rule
 and G

ov
. B

ar 
R
.
 II,

 IX
, X

I, a
n
d
 X

II sh
a
ll be

 no
nrefund

ab
le

 a
n
d
 pa

yable 
to

 th
e S

uprem
e C

o
u
rt of O

h
io

 by
 certifie

d
 ch

ec
k
 or 

m
one

y
 ord

er. 

T
h

e B
oard's

 policy is
 no

t to
 refund fee

s. In
 th

e
 ca

s
e
 of  a 

m
ed

ic
a
l em

ergen
cy, w

e
 w

ill transfe
r
 a fe

e
 to

 th
e
 next 

im
m

ediate
 exam

. If th
e

y d
o
 n
o
t sit fo

r
 th
e
 next 

im
m

ediate
 exa

m
, th

ey d
o
 no

t receiv
e
 a
 refu

n
d
 a

n
d
 w

ill 
have

 to
 pa

y
 th

e
 a

pplication fee fo
r an

y
 sub

se
que

n
t exam

 
a

pplications
. 

th
e date

 o
f the

 B
oard's

 w
ritten

 notice to
 the

 applicant 
receiv

e
 a
 refu

n
d
 of  all  fees

 paid
. 

R
efund

able?  

N
o

; fe
e
s
 a

re
 ne

v
e
r w

aived 
N
o
 res

ponse
; em

ail 

A
p

plicants
 ca

n
 petition, th

e
 court  fo

r
 a 

w
aiver, gith

ou
g
h
 th

e
y
 cann

o
t re

call  
an

yon
e
 e
v
e
r usin

g
 it: 

W
aiVer for V

ete
ra

ns
: If  yo

u
 a
re

 a 
vetera

n
 w

ith
 G

I b
en

efits, yo
u
 m

a
y 

qualify fo
r reim

b
ursem

e
n
t o

f th
e fe

e 
y
o
u
 pa

y
 to

 th
e
 S

uprse
m

e C
o
u
rt to

 take 
th
e
 O

hio B
a

r E
xam

ination
. F

or 
inform

atio
n
 ab

o
u
t reim

b
ursem

ent 
benefits

 a
n
d
 to fin

d
 o
u
t if y

o
u
 are 

eligible
, visit

 th
e G

I B
ill W

e
b
 site

 and 
click  on "E

d
ucation B

en
efit P

ro
gra

m
s."  

N
o 



P
E

N
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S
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S
tate 	

R
efund

able? 

F
ifty S

tate S
urve

y
 o

f B
ar E

xam
 F

ee R
efu

n
d

 o
r W

aiver 

T
h

ere
 A

re N
o R

efu
nd

s
 or T

ran
sfers

 of A
p

plications 
and/or fees

. 

W
ith

d
raw

als F
ro

m
 th

e B
ar E

xa
m

ination 

T
h

ere
 a

re
 no

 w
ithd

raw
als

 prio
r to

 th
e
 ba

r exam
ination

. 
A

ll qualified  a
pplicants

 w
ill b

e
 sch

ed
ule

d
 to

 sit fo
r th

e 
exam

ination
, and  te

s
t m

aterials
 w

ill b
e
 availab

le
 a
t th

e 

a
pplication fee

s
 only

 as follow
s: 

(a)

T
h
e
 a

p
plica

n
t m

u
s
t re

qu
e
s
t in

 w
riting

 th
a
t th

e 
a

pplicatio
n
 be

 w
ith

d
raw

n
; 

(b)

If th
e
 a

pplicatio
n
 w

ith
d

raw
al is

 receiv
e
d
 by

 th
e B

oard 
o
n
 or b

efo
re

 th
e T

uesd
ay

 before
 th

e first d
a
y
 o
f th

e 
exam

ination
, one-h

a
lf o

f th
e
 a

pplication fe
e
 specifie

d
 in 

sub
se

ctio
n
 (1
)
 of  this

 rule
 w

ill b
e
 refund

ed
; 

(c)

If  th
e
 a

pplicatio
n
 w

ith
d

raw
a
l is

 receive
d
 by

 th
e B

oard 
afte

r th
e d

eadlin
e
 specifie

d
 in

 sectio
n
 (7

)(b
)
 o
f th

is
 rule

, 
no

 refu
n
d
 w

ill b
e
 m

ad
e

; 

(d)

A
n
 a

pplic
a
n
t oth

e
r th

a
n
 a

n
 exam

inatio
n
 a

pplicant 
sh

a
ll be

 entitle
d
 to

 a
 refu

n
d
 of  one-h

a
lf o

f th
e
 a

pplication 
fe

e
 set fo

rth
 in

 R
ule

 4
.10

(1
)
 if a

 w
ritte

n
 re

que
st for 

w
ith

d
raw

a
l of his

 or h
e
r a

pplicatio
n
 is

 re
ceived b

y
 th

e 
B

o
a
rd

 w
ithin

 sixty
 (6

0
)
 d

ay
s
 of  th

e B
oard's

 receip
t o

f th
e 

a
pplication

. 
(8

) In
 n
o
 e
v
e
n
t sh

a
ll an

y
 portio

n
 o
f th

e fee
s
 spe

cifie
d
 in 

sub
section

s
 (2

), (3
)
 a
n
d
 (4
)
 o
f this

 rule b
e
 refund

ed
. 

N
o 

F
ee W

aiver?
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S
tate 

F
ifty S

tate
 S

urv
ey

 o
f B

ar E
x

am
 F

ee R
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r W
aiver 

B
oa

rd
 o

f B
a
r E

xam
iners R

ule
 2

.B
. iii. A

ll fe
e
s
 are 

nonrefund
able

. 

te
s
t site

 y
o
u
 selected  o

n
 yo

u
r a

pplication
. If  you d

o
 not 

sit fo
r th

e
 exam

ination
, yo

u
 w

ill  receive
 a lette

r after th
e 

ad
m

inistratio
n
 of  th

e
 exam

inatio
n
 ch

an
ging

 yo
u
r status

 to 
w

ithd
ra

w
n

. If  yo
u
 rea

pply fo
r a futu

re
 ad

m
inistratio

n
 of  

th
e
 ba

r exam
ination

, it is
 n
o
t co

nsid
ered  a

 ch
aracte

r and 
fitness issue if  y

o
u
 w

ith
d

rew
 fro

m
 a
 previo

us 
exam

ination
. P

le
a
s
e
 note th

at th
ere

 a
re

 no
 refund

s
 or 

tran
sfe

rs
 of  a

p
plication

s
 and/or fees

. A
pplication form

s 
fro

m
 prio

r exam
ination

s
 m

a
y
 not b

e
 used

. A
ddition

ally, 
co

pie
s
 of  a

pplication
s
 a
re

 n
o
t acce

ptable
 and  w

ill  b
e 

return
ed

. If  th
e
 ne

w
 a

pplication d
o
e
s
 no

t m
eet th

e 
a

pplicable filing d
eadline

, th
e
 a

pplica
n
t w

ill  not b
e 

perm
itte

d
 to

 sit for th
e b

a
r exam

ination
. 

R
efund

able? 

W
e
 clO  not h

ave indig
e
n
t w

a
ive

rs
 per 

sa
y. H

ow
ever, w

e d
o h

ave
 a W

aiver 
provision in

 th
e R

h
od

e Island  S
u

prem
e 

C
ourt R

ule
s'  (R

ule
 6
) w

hich  states
, 

"U
p
o
n
 petition

, fo
r
 good  ca

u
s
e
 sh

ow
n

, 
th

e B
oard

, in its
 discretion

, m
ay

 w
aive 

com
plia

n
ce

 w
ith  an

y
 of  th

e foregoing 
rules fo

r an
y
 a

pplic
a
n
t seek

ing 
ad

m
issio

n
 o

n
 exam

inatio
n
 and  b

y 
transfe

r
 o
f  a U

niform
 B

ar E
xam

inatio
n 

score if  th
e B

oard  it find
s th

a
t such  

w
aive

r
 w

ill  not b
e d

etrim
ental  to

 th
e 

public interest."  A
lso

, th
e B

oa
rd  of  B

a
r 

F
ee W

aiver?
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r W
aiver 

S
ec

. 11
.03

. R
efund

s. 
F
e
e
s
 are

 non-tran
sfe

rable
 a
n
d
 non-refund

able
, exce

pt 
th

at th
e fee fo

r exam
inatio

n
 o

r re-exam
inatio

n
 m

a
y b

e 
refund

e
d
 in

 p
a
rt a

s
 provid

ed in
 th

e
 sch

ed
ule

 of fees 
ad

o
pted  b

y th
e B

o
ard  a

n
d
 a

pproved  b
y
 th

e S
u

prem
e 

C
o

urt, a
s
 pro

vid
ed in

 section 11
.0

1
 of  this

 rule
. 

R
efund P

olicy 

•
 F

e
e
s
 are N

O
N

-R
E

F
U

N
D

A
B

LE
  and N

O
N

- 

R
ule 16

-16
-1

3
 If a

n
 a

pplicant fails to
 a

ppea
r fo

r th
e 

exa
m

i nation
, th

e fe
e
 p

a
id

 sh
a
ll only b

e
 a

pplie
d
 to th

e 
nex

t sch
ed

ule
d
 com

b
in

e
d
 M

ultistate E
ssay E

xam
inatio

n 
w

h
ich includ

e
s
 a
n
 Indian L

a
w

 que
stio

n
 a

nd M
ultistate 

P
erform

a
nce T

est, and/o
r to

 th
e M

ultistate B
ar 

E
xam

ination
. 

R
ule 4

0
2
 (d

)
 (2

) T
h
e
 non-ref und

able
 a

p
plication f e

e
 sh

all 
be

 $1
,000

. If  th
e
 a

pplicant h
as b

e
e
n
 ad

m
itted  to

 pra
ctice 

law
 fo

r m
ore

 th
a
n
 o

n
e
 (1
)
 year in

 anoth
e
r state

, th
e 

D
istric

t of  C
olum

bia
, o

r an
oth

e
r
 country

 at th
e
 ti m

e
 th

e 
a

pplication fo
r
 ad

m
ission is filed

, th
e
 a

pplic
a
n
t sh

all  pa
y 

a
n
 additio

nal  f e
e
 o
f $750

. If  th
e
 a

pplication is
 w

ithd
raw

n
, 

th
e
 a

p
plic

a
n
t sh

a
ll not b

e
 entitle

d
 to

 a
 ref u

n
d
 o

f th
e 

a
pplication fee(s

) or to h
ave th

e
 a

pplication fee(s) 
credi te

d
 to

 a late
r a

pplication
. 

R
efund

able?  

W
e
 do

 no
t d

o
 so

 routinely
 and  h

av
e
 not 

be
e
n
 asked

. It w
o

uld
 re

quire
 a
 petition 

to
 th

e S
upre

m
e C

o
u
rt a

s
 w
e
 a
re

 a
 self- 

fund
e
d
 a

gency
 and d

o
 not h

ave 
d

iscretio
n
 to

 w
aiv

e
 th

e fee
. 

N
o
, a

n
d
 th

ey h
ave

 never b
e
e
n
 asked

. 

N
o 

con
sid

ered  b
y
 th

e B
o
a
rd

 o
n
 a
 case

-b
y-

case b
a

sis. 

F
ee W

aiver?
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